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Veterans Recource Center 
Open House Introduced 

New Staff

On September 13, 2016 the Veterans 
Resource Center (VRC) held an Open 
House event to introduce the new staff.  
Maria Roman, the new Counselor/
Coordinator started the positon in August 
and begin ensuring the students completed 
all the paperwork needed to get paid 
through the Veterans Administration.  
Maria has been a counselor at Porterville 
College since 2001, her last positon 
was the Counselor and Coordinator for 
EOPS/CARE and CalWORKs.  Leo 
Ocampo is the Program Technician for 
the VRC he started in May 2016; he

                                                                             comes from Bakersfield College, Math 
                                                                             Department.  

The Open House drew in ninety people who met the staff, enjoyed cookies, refreshments 
and toured the VRC which included the computer lab, kitchenette and lounge area 
where the PC Vet students can relax and enjoy conversing with their comrades. Michael 
Pesillas from the US Department of Agriculture was amongst them and was looking to 
hire a student veteran and he did! Cristopher Solorzano was hired to work in the Fleet 
Department. 

The Veterans Resource Center continues to be very appreciative for all the support 
that the community, PC staff and faculty have given.  As a quick reminder, the Veterans 
Memorial at Porterville College slated for Spring 2017 has been approved by the state 
so the Porterville Rotary is continuing to sell bricks at $110 each through November 
11th which at that time will increase to $150.  If anyone would like to purchase a brick 
for a veteran family member or would like to sponsor a PC Vet Student , please do so 
online at http://www.fundraisingbrick.com/portervillerotary.  

From left to right: Leo Ocampo, Anna Ceballos, 
Edward Gallardo, Leonor Serna, Rosa Carlson, 
Maria Roman, Kala Killburn, Steven Cha

Current &
Coming 
Events

Faculty/Staff’s Cool Trips this Summer 
that relate to their discipline, or just an awesome experience:

“Who got to ride in a combine
  this summer?”

Lorie Barker, 
Librarian

This summer, Robert spent a week 
on the UCLA campus at the 
invitation of Professor Monica 
Smith, Doshi Chair of Indian Studies 
and Professor of Anthropology, as 
the first invitee for a new program 
called the Doshi Workshop, the 
goal of which is to provide scholars 
in South Asian Archaeology the 
opportunity to write without distraction 
(minus expert review and advice) 
on campus, culminating an article 
for a peer-reviewed journal.  During 
an intensive 5-day period he did 

little more than write and revise a 
5,000 word article, now submitted 
for peer-review (which may take 
several months to receive back).  
If all goes well, it will be accepted 
or revised for resubmission - with 
news to come no doubt in 2017!

As a side note, one of the photos he 
took while walking around the UCLA 
campus that week that I posted to 
Instagram was shared by the ucla_
powell_library Instagram page, and 
shortly thereafter received 333 likes! 

Robert Simpkins Spends a Week in a Doshi Workshop

Maria Roman Embarks
on a Tour of Europe

Maria visited her daughter who is in 
the military and stationed in Germany. 
She was there for a bit over a month 
in July. Once there, she  visited 
several other countries i.e. London, 
Brussels, Amsterdam, & Netherlands. 
Visited Windsor Castle, & Roman 
Baths & other places. Had a great time. 

Anja Takes on Hawaii
Anja Goebel went to Kona Hawaii for their annual Far West Athletic Trainers Association 
(FWATA) Meeting and Clinical Symposium. 
FWATA includes CA, NV, HI, Guam and American Samoa. The meeting is usually held in 
CA or NV and goes to the islands every 6 years. “It was awesome!”

The Foundation also 
operates the weekly Swap 
Meet on Saturday’s at 
Jamison Stadium. 

Funds generated by the 
Swap Meet, after payment 
of expenses, are used for 
scholarships, projects 
beneficial to Porterville 
College and for the 
advancement of the 
mission of Porterville 
College.

Twin Day at The Swap Meet, 6/25/16

Art
Association

Exibit
October 3 - 20, 2016 
Monday - Thursday 
12 - 2 pm & 4 - 6 pm 

C.H.A.P
Event

October 21, 2016 
7 - 8 pm
Matthew 

Christopher,
Photographer
“Abandoned 

America: 
Dismantling the 

Dream”

C.H.A.P
Event

November 4, 2016 
7 - 8 pm

Marco Meniketti,
Assoc. Professor
of Anthropology
“Sugar Cane
Capitalism & 

Environmental
Transformation”

C.H.A.P
Event

November 18, 2016 
7 - 8 pm

Alan Hess
Architect & Author

“California as Muse:
Modern 

Architecture in the 
Golden State”



This show will bring together a diverse 
group of 15 artists from the Porterville area. 
From Joy Harvey, who has studied Chinese 
Brush Painting here in the U.S. and in 
Hangzhou, China, to Christina Hansen, 
most likely the youngest member of the 
Porterville Art Association, who is in her 

second year as a Commercial Art major at Porterville College. Harvey describes the 
role of art in culture, as she sees it: “I believe the universal language of art bridges all 
cultures, and allows all of us to communicate without translators.”

The exhibition runs from October 3 - 20, 2016. Gallery hours are Monday through 
Thursday from 12 to 2 pm and 4 to 6 pm. The public is also invited to the reception 
which is for Thursday evening, October 6th, from 5-7 pm. 

At the Porterville College Art Gallery:
“Porterville Art Association 

Exhibition”

Porterville Community Foundation Update
The Porterville College Foundation is comprised of volunteers from the community who meet on their own time. 
They support PC in developing activities, programs and facilities to the best interest of students, and they work 

to raise funds for student scholarships for new students and transfer students. 
The PC Foundation has also purchased the outside tables and benches scattered around campus.

They focus on students and working together with the community to make PC the best option possible for 
higher educational opportunities for students.

The Foundation hosted the September Chamber “Business After 
Hours” mixer on September 26th. It was a great turnout and those 
attending were able to connect with Foundation members and 
Porterville College staff and faculty. Paula Job and Janice Castle, 
Foundation Board Members gave a brief highlight of the various 
projects and support the Foundation gives to PC. The group was 
also informed as to the recent improvements at PC and the proposed 
upgrades and improvements planned for the campus.

First Ever Town Hall Hosted by ASPC
On the first Wednesday of each month, ASPC is 
honored to host a Town Hall. The first ever Town Hall 
was Wednesday, October 5, 2016, at 6pm, in the PC 
Theater. The purpose of the Town Halls was to inform 
the Porterville College student body of important issues 
affecting their lives, as students, members of the 
community, as well as citizens in the world. 

ASPC Town Halls cover information that affects 
curriculum, student support services, equity, and 
other campus concerns. ASPC is proud to be the 
“voice” of the students, a give-and-take relationship: 
ASPC delivers information to the students based on 
representation on PC participatory committees, but to 
be fully effective, information must be received from 
the student body. In other words, ASPC is the liaison 
between faculty and administrators as the “voice,” but 
without a back-and-forth format of communication, 

there can be no true voice of the students. ASPC 
members truly hope to build this line of communication.

Additionally, part of college involves becoming 
informed citizens on city, county, regional, state, 
and national issues. ASPC wants to do their part by 
providing students with unbiased information on the 
upcoming election. Because of this, ASPC will make 
election material available to students to help them 
cast an informed vote.

It is hoped that faculty will encourage participation in 
these important community events by awarding extra 
credit to participating students. Cards will be distributed 
at the end of each Town Hall for this purpose.

Please contact ASPC President Celia Buchanan at 
aspcpres@portervillecollege.edu with any questions.

From left to right: Bill Henry, VP Instruction; Milt 
Stowe, Mayor & PCF President; Gary Wallace, 
PCF Board Member; Jim Carson Chamber Board 
Member; Paula Job PCF 1ST VP

                          Tulare C.H.A.P. Presentation

On Thursday, September 
22nd, Porterville College’s 
Cultural and Historical 
Awareness Program 
(CHAP) hosted a special 
presentation in the PC 
theater by contributors 
from the website Tulare  

                                           County Treasures.  

Their presentation introduced an audience of students, 
faculty, staff, and community members to their website 
and showed how to navigate the site features, which 
include maps, lists of sites designated as ‘treasures’, 
short videos about some of the treasures, and stories 
written by the speakers and other colleagues 
explaining the various sites and their importance.  
Each site may be of cultural and natural significance 
and open to the public at least part of the year. The 
group selected some of their favorite sites around the 
Porterville area for special emphasis, including the 

Zalud House, Mountain Home Demonstration Forest, 
and Yaudanchi Ecological Reserve. The members of 
the TCT team are available to present at other events 
and can be contacted with questions about their 
project and efforts to highlight the special places here 
in Tulare County.  For more information, visit their 
website at: http://www.tularecountytreasures.org/. 

They also have the S.M.A.R.T.  Lab (Science Math 
and Resource Technology)  that the Director (Denise 
Goodman) takes to Tulare County Schools (K-8) 
grades.  TCOE is a major supporter of the SMART 
Lab Program.

The portable SMART Lab visits the schools and 
provides the opportunity for students to experience 
SMART (Science and Math Resource Technology).  
The equipment in the Lab includes compound and 
dissecting microscopes, an ultrasound machine, 
a skeleton and torso, a cut-away engine, a steam 
tractor, Lego bricks, robotic arm, a weather station, a 
windmill generator, geodes, a plate tectonic project, a 
seismograph, a mobile planetarium, and much more.

From left to right: Louise Jackson, Shirley Kirkpatrick, Paul 
Hurley, Greg Schwaller, John Greening, and Laurie Schwaller

      Did you know...
PC College was founded in 1927 as a part of the Porterville Union High School and College 

District and has been a unit of the Kern Community College District since July 1, 1967.  
In 1927 we had 97 students, 19 teachers, 22 different subjects. Seven students graduated

in the class of 1929 and by that year enrollment had reached 103.


